
PRHS PTO General Meeting 
6:00 p.m. Wednesday, March 20, 2019 

 
Beth Ahearn    Yvonne Balouris   Christine Krill 
Amanda Pittorino   Neetu Singh    Joanne Tziovannis 
 
Principal Nancy Bowman 

 
Guest Speaker: Jason Vallozzi, Campus to Career Crossroads (Independent Education Counselor)  
724.309.6648, Jason@campustocareercrossroads.com, www.campustocareercrossroads.com 
 

• Jason helps families one on one in the college and career planning process and has spent 
14 years in college admissions.  

   

• It is important to consider the return on an education investment. Determine the demand 
and salary potential for a career before choosing schools.  (See November 2017 article 
Gordan Gee: ”for higher ed to survive, we’ve got to blow up the box”) 

 

• Finding the right fit –create a checklist of questions to ask during each college visit to 
compare colleges equally.  Build a detailed college spreadsheet. Look at college as a major 
investment purchase.  

 

• The more selective schools require the CSS Profile.  Completing this is more time intensive 
than the FAFSA. All families with college-bound students should complete the FASFA. It’s 
best to know your EFC (family affordability) early, when your child is compiling his/her list of 
schools.     

 

• Know the true cost of attendance.  A few schools lock in tuition rates once a student enrolls 
and occasionally schools will freeze their tuition costs; still, anticipate expenses to increase 
during college: housing, books, fees, etc.  

 

• Track deadlines for applications, scholarships.  Know the admissions requirements for the 
schools your student is considering.  Do they need to take the SAT essay, subject tests? 
Do they need to schedule an interview? Be prepared and allow time to meet all of the 
requirements. 

 

• Freshman or sophomore year is not too early to start college visits.  If possible, call in 
advance try to schedule tour of department student is interested in and to meeting with 
department representatives. See the school’s website for open house dates. Sometimes a 
larger school can seem small depending on the program, honors program etc.   

 

• If the schools, a student is considering accepts both the SAT and ACT, take practice tests 
for to find which one student does better on then focus on one.  Test prep fatigue could 
make the scores go down.   

 

• Colleges recognize burnout, anxiety is an epidemic on campus, a few activities are fine, 
showing passion in less things is okay.   

 
I. President’s Report – Beth Ahearn  

 
a. At our January 2019 meeting, we approved contributing $600 toward entertainment at 

prom. That money will go toward two caricature artists. 
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b. Senior Breakfast – 405 seniors in the 2019 grad class; committee has met with Diane 

Bucknum to plan the menu; this year’s speaker will be Eric McElveny 

http://ericmcelvenny.com; We will need 8 volunteers to arrive between 7 - 7:15 am to 

cover the tables in the cafeteria and a serve at one of the two buffet lines.  

 

c. Staff Appreciation Lunchwill be held Thursday, May 9, 2019. 

 

d. Officer elections will be held Wednesday, May 1, 2019. New officers will assume their 

duties July 1, 2019.  

 

e. College Planning Workshop - 240 parents and students attended the Peter Van Buskirk 

college planning workshop. Parents can purchase his workbook for $22, by contacting 

Peter Van Buskirk, 717-808-5462 peter.vanbuskirk@revolutionprep.com 

 

f. Report from Allison Romano regarding the February 27th’s blood drive: “The PR blood 

drive committee worked hard to recruit donors for the winter drive, when blood supplies 

are typically low. Unfortunately, we had a couple of snow days which affected their ability 

to do all of the homeroom presentations. Regardless, PR had another very successful 

drive, collecting 96 units of blood, just shy of our goal of 100.  The student committee will 

be meeting in April to start planning for the next drive on April 24th from 7am-7pm.“ 

 

II. Secretary’s Report – Joanne Tziovannis – So far, our yard sign sale has brought in 40 
orders (we had 63 orders last year).  The deadline for orders is Friday, April 5, 2019. 

 
III. Treasurer’s Report – Chris O’Neil - Our current balance is $13,095.83 which includes a 

deposit for $8.62 earned from Amazon Smiles. 
 

IV. News from the Administration 

 

a. TJ Salopek began his duties as PRHS Assistant Principal on Monday, March 18th.  

 

b. School start time next year will be 7:45 am, with dismissal at 2:36 pm. 

 

c. Diane Bucknum of Food Services announced a five (5) cent increase in the cost of daily 

lunch, the new price is $2.65. The Food & Wellness Advisory will meet on April 24 at 8 

am and 6 pm.  Parents are welcome. 

 

d. Dr. Mara Paczan said high school students in Peer to Peer will be working with EHUE 

students.  Over 200 parents attended the Klingensmith Social Media Workshop. Parents 

can learn more about social media use at http://www.shapethesky.org/ 

 

Please join us Wednesday, May 1, 2019 at 9:30 a.m. in the Old LGI. Dr. Miller and Mrs. Bowman 

will be our speakers.  We will be inviting PR parents of eighth graders to join us and refreshments 

will be served.  

 

Meeting adjourned 7:29 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
  

Joanne Tziovannis 

PRHS PTO Secretary   
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